
'l 0 october ı988

since I first hırote to You, the tria]. of KUTIUand SARGIN has opened in Ankara, on 8 June, at the ''StateSecurity Court". This is a special tribunal, composed ofthree judges - thıo civilian and one nilitary. Tha PublicProsecutor is represented by one civilian and one ınilitaryprosecutor.
I attended the opening of the trial, along withsevera} dozen observers from Europe. There were also ğevera1eminent Turkish persons, including YACHAR KEMAL, ZULFU

LIVANELI , |.IEHMET ALI AYBAR and others .
A large crowd had gathered in front of the courtfrom the. morning, and it was proving Very dif f icu]_t togain admittance to the public gallery.- the İpace availablewas J,imited, ııith scarcely enough room foİ the accusedand their 150 lawyers (about 600 lawyers had volunteeredto act for the defence). Several of the people who hadgathered in front of the court were arreİted and takento police stations.
Further hearings were held on 17 June, 4 and 20July, 1, l0, l7 and 24 August and 21 Septembei. The nextis planned for i4 October.. After the bill of indictment nıas read - with theprocurator himself calling the case ''the trial of the cen-tury" - KUTLU and SARGIN then read out their defence (I

can. send you these three texts in French, if you wouldbe interested ) .

. Many observers from both Eastern and western Europehave attended all the hearings. Indeed, interest i; tiıecase goes far beyond the continent. Hoı.rever, it is importantto note the initiatiVes taken in Turkey.
_ The petition launched by AZiz NESIN, VEDAT TURKALIand DEMIRTAS CEYHUN has already collected tens of thousandsof signatures. The tria1 has- in fact become a nationalaffai._, 

_ 
chall.enging the democratisation of Turkey. I myselfhave fe]t this in my talks with Mr TURGAT ozeı] the irimeminister, and the leaders of the populist sociai oemociaticParty ( INoNU) and the Party of tha Right Path (DEMIREL) .I believe that the most impoitant thing is torıork for the release of KUTLU and sancru, whj.ch -was 

onceagain refu_s_ed by the Court at the last hearing. The defencelawyers call this "political, hostage-taking''.
+!F ..._ _The number of signatorie j to o_ur appeal is growing.-,,but 1t must grow more and quickly. I would therefbre aikyou to do the following: sign itıe appeal yourself, butalso have it signed by personalities you i<now fn the countrywhere you are and other countries tÖo - or send me theiraddresses. And do more still, take initiatives in yor.own countİy.

rn conclus^ion, I should just like to remind youthat 10 December ]988 is the 40th aniiversary of the univelsalDeclaration of Human Rights
Yours fa i thf ully, vJr'-'4t{+Mikis Theodorakis 
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